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Chairman’s Report 

Three changes of government in three years. 

• 2011 NSW parliament became overwhelmingly Liberal 
• 2012 Sutherland Council became overwhelmingly Liberal. 
• 2013 Australian parliament became overwhelming Liberal. 

The Shire is groaning under a lop-sided weight of Liberal 
politicians! 

Now I am certainly not saying that there are no environmentally 
sensitive people amongst Liberal politicians. Nor am I saying 
that the environment was well-protected under the previous 
ALP, and within the Shire, Shire Watch majority governments. 
No one party has a monopoly on environment protection or 
environmental destruction. 

But what we are now facing in the Shire is a lack of alternative 
voices. Who can we turn to now if our Shire if threatened by a 
decision from any one of our three levels of government? 

We will need to campaign more cleverly. Knowing that our fellow 
residents are so ready to support one side of politics means that 
we will need to spend a lot more (subtle) effort on education: 
educating of the community, education of bureaucrats and 
education of elected members. 

Alannah MacTiernan, a previous WA Minister for Infrastructure, 
once said that successful lobbying was a matter of “persuading 
the bureaucrats and pressuring the politicians”. With such 
overwhelmingly safe Liberal seats in Sutherland Shire our 
ability to “pressure” is much reduced. And so our powers of 
“persuasion”  have to be honed even sharper. 

Our credibility will be increased by our involvements in 
activities such as our Environmental Scholarships at 
Wollongong University, our support for environmental education 
initiatives within Shire schools, our ability to co-fund 
environmental initiatives around the Shire. Also through our 
continued campaigning for World Heritage Listing of Royal 
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National Park, a proposal which garners strong bi-partisan 
support. 

These positive initiatives will be supported by continued 
attempts to educate both the community and decision makers 
of the reality of climate change and the urgent need for 
mitigating action, the dangers of mining in our catchment 
areas, both for gas and coal, the need to protect and remediate 
our Shire waterways,  

Over-development has once again become an issue, with the 
proposed new Sutherland Shire LEP making allowance for far 
more high density development than even required by the State 
Government. These additional thousands of dwellings will put 
unsupportable strains on infrastructure that already strains to 
adequately protect our natural environment. In our ordinary 
residential areas, the new LEP makes unnecessary allowance for 
much larger houses and greatly reduced landscaped area. So far 
councillors have ignored both a damning staff report of this 
proposal and an avalanche of condemnation from the 
community. 

Again, we will have to be diligent about educating the 
community. It is far too easy for those who would profit from 
these developments to promote them as providing “housing 
choice” and “affordability”. 

I would like to thank the current Board for their continued 
involvement and support. These people already work very hard 
campaigning to protect and improve our Shire’s environment. 
On top of their campaigning efforts they have given up even 
more of their time to ensure that Sutherland Shire Environment 
Centre continues to be a viable organisation for future 
campaigners to look to for support. 

So... A frustrating time ahead, but one that the Environment 
Centre is well resourced to face. Knowing that there are young 
people coming after us, like those who have spoken here 
tonight, should be a strong and comforting reassurance. 

Jenni Gormley 

 September 2013 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Sutherland Shire Environment Centre will work with others in the 
community – including business, council, government and residents – to 
achieve a sustainable environment in the Sutherland Shire and its bio-
regions. 

Statement of Functions 

The Board agrees that the following list comprises the priority functions 
of the SSEC: 

1. Establish the SSEC as the Peak Environment Group in the 
Sutherland Shire and its bio-regions, one that supports low-impact 
lifestyles, practices and behaviours in the community. 

2. Establish efficient communication processes with the community. 

3. Develop and conduct education initiatives. 

4. Campaign publicly for protecting and improving the quality of the 
environment in Sutherland and its bio-regions. 

5. Support members and local community organisations in their 
efforts to protect their local areas. 

6. Establish efficient information, operation and management systems 
for Sutherland Shire Environment Centre. 

7. Strengthen relationships with Sutherland Shire Council, other 
councils and other community and environmental organisations. 

8. Raise funds to carry out the functions of Sutherland Shire 
Environment Centre. 

For all of the above, the principles of working in partnership with others 
and in concert with other initiatives apply. Consultation and collaboration 
are vital elements of effective partnerships. 

The overall aim is to create an environment centre! One that is welcoming 
and useful for the community. And one that models and demonstrates 
environmental and sustainability values in its decisions, practices and 
actions. 
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Achieving our Purpose in 2012-13 

The “Statement of Purpose and Functions” (upon which this report is 
based), is the statement that guides all our actions and the 
implementation of our strategic initiatives. 

1.  Establish the SSEC as the Peak Environment Group in the Sutherland 
Shire and its bio-regions, one that supports low impact lifestyles, practices 
and behaviours in the community. 

Community based campaigns and activites supported by Sutherland Shire 
Environment Centre:- 

• Save Our Shire 
• Gandangara “Heathcote Ridge” development proposal at West Menai 
• Stop Coal Seam Gas Sutherland 
• SCAN – Sutherland Climate Action Network 
• First National Park 
• Sutherland to Cronulla Shared Path 

2. Establish efficient communication processes with the community 

Social Networking (especially Facebook) has become an important 
tool for communicating across the active groups within the 
Environment Centre.  

3. Develop and conduct education initiatives 

• UOW Scholarship. Two scholarships were awarded in year 2013 
and the scholarship winners will be presenting their work at the 
AGM. 

• Speaking for the Planet. The inaugural event was held at 
Jannali High School on World Environment Day. The winner will be 
presenting at the AGM. 

4. Campaign publicly for protecting and improving the quality of the 
environment in Sutherland Shire and its bioregions 

a) Sutherland Climate Action Network (SCAN) report by Jonathan 
Doig  

SCAN members Colin and Bill Ryan have continued acted up tirelessly in 
support of renewable energy and against polluting coal and coal seam gas, 
creating banners and posters and supporting protests against the 4th coal 
export terminal in Newcastle, Whitehaven Coal in Leards State Forest, 
Origin Energy’s two-faced lobbying and Cockatoo Coal. 

They have also stood firm in defence of Jonathan Moylan, the Great 
Barrier Reef and (alongside Alan Jones!) the community of Bulga. 
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In May SCAN held a Climate Change and Renewable Energy presentation 
at St George & Sutherland Community College in Jannali. The evening 
attracted a small but energetic crowd to hear Peter Thompson, Jonathan 
Doig, Cameron Davis from Australia Wide Solar and Tassia Kolesnikow 
speak on various aspects of climate change and renewable energy. 

Jonathan Doig and Sue McKinnon briefed Federal MP for Hughes Craig 
Kelly on renewable energy last November. Mr Kelly appeared so interested 
and  asked so many questions about the Zero Carbon Australia plan from 
Beyond Zero Emissions that we flew BZE’s then CEO Matthew Wright up 
from Melbourne for a three hour briefing with him later that month. 

We met again with Mr Kelly in May after learning that he had agreed to 
speak at an anti-wind farm rally in Canberra. He assured us he would 
simply present his party’s policy, which was to support the Renewable 
Energy Target, but also direct the NHMRC to conduct yet another study 
into the alleged health impacts of wind farms. 

After our meeting we discovered that Mr Kelly is in fact something of an 
anti-wind crusader and has given no fewer than nine speeches in 
Parliament against wind farms! So Col and Bill Ryan organised a stall 
outside his office and got this photo in The Leader: 

 

Colin and Bill also travelled to Canberra to support GetUp’s pro-wind 
energy rally, helping vastly outnumber the anti-wind rally at Parliament at 
which Craig Kelly was booked to speak. 

Jonathan wrote to The Leader criticising Mr Kelly’s stance and received a 
flurry of indignant responses from Leader readers as far away as Yass, 
Crookwell and even South Australia. 
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For the Federal election, SCAN edited, printed and distributed 1500 Solar 
Scorecards for Shire electorates from the 100% Renewables campaign. The 
Scorecard was also printed in Shire Life newspaper. 

Jonathan lodged a complaint with ACMA over Alan Jones’ ‘apology’ after 
ACMA ruled Jones had been factually wrong on climate change. In 
acknowledging his original error, in which he had said that “human beings 
produce 0.001% of the CO2 in the air,” Jones claimed that the true figure 
was 3%. However, humans have produced 30% of the CO2 now in the air, 
raising it from 280ppm before the industrial revolution to nearly 400 ppm 
today. Nevertheless, ACMA rejected Jonathan’s complaint, because 
humans contribute 3% of the annual flow of CO2 into the atmosphere, 
while the rest is emitted – and re-absorbed – by nature (leaving a steady 
accumulation of human-sourced emissions). 

Meanwhile, Australia has had the hottest day, hottest summer, hottest 
twelve months and warmest winter on record. And following an election 
campaign in which none of that rated a mention, we now have a Prime 
Minister who says climate change is “absolute crap” and has vowed to 
repeal the Clean Energy Future legislation. 

However despite the Opposition’s scare campaign, concern over the carbon 
price has waned and election exit polls showed a strong preference for 
maintaining carbon emission targets over repealing the carbon price. The 
new government may well be unable to repeal the legislation until the end 
of the 2014-2015 financial year, by which time it will have been in place 
for three years and will have support across much of the business 
community. 

In any case, the years ahead look very challenging for climate action in 
Australia. 

b) Save Our Shire (S0S) report by Neil De Nett 
 
Save Our Shire was formed on 27 February 2013 by a group of ten Shire 
residents ( three are members of the Sutherland Shire Environment 
Centre)  who were alarmed at the way the Liberal controlled council was 
proposing to expand development potential in the Shire. We all felt that 
that this was not reasonable development to address the needs of 
residents, but was excessive development to pander to developers. Our 
stand was later vindicated by the overwhelming number of submissions 
opposing council's DLEP.  

As we had no money and few workers, we made an early decision to utilise 
the "social media" to contact larger numbers of residents. Jenni offered to 
manage this area and was brilliant.Within days a web site was operating 
and a facebook page set up to address issues arising from the draft 
SSDLEP2013. It went quite well and then we had a lucky break. Quentin 
Dempster contacted us and asked if we would go on his program.We 
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jumped at him. Filming was at Bob's place on Wednesday 24 April and we 
went to air on Friday 26 April. 

If you wonder if many people watch Quentin Dempster, 7.30 on the ABC, 
wonder no more. Our facebook page visitors jumped from 800 to 5500 a 
day and I could not tell you how many times we were met with "saw you on 
telly the other night". Even SSC visited our facebook page and left 
comments. 

 

We had a stall at Cronulla Mall, organised by Cronulla members, and a 
direct DLEP form submission link to council on our website and facebook, 
organised by Jenni, Jonathan and Vins. 

We achieved around 720 submissions under the SOS letterhead and 
goodness knows how many more from people who visited our sites for 
information. Council staff thanked us for our efforts as they were worried 
there might not be many submissions! 

In all, there were 2131 submissions, 1900 against elements of the DLEP 
and 231 for. 

The staff wrote an extensive report, around 700 pages, and a 70 page 
summary which did respond to many of the residents' objections and 
suggestions. 

The council meeting where councillors debated the issues raised by 
residents and staff in front of an over flowing gallery descended into farce. 
The Mayor presented a 25 page Mayoral Minute to councillors at 5.10 PM 
that evening.The staff report was not discussed. There was no real debate 
as the Labor and Shire Watch councillors did not have time to absorb all 
the changes in the Mayoral Minute. The Mayor proposed a few minor 
changes in response to submissions, but over all the 1900 residents' 
submissions and the recommendations in the staff report were largely 
ignored. 

But it went further than that. Despite the objections to excessive 
development in the DLEP, the Mayoral Minute increased heights and 
floorspace ratios in all the major centres and added a few more re-zonings 
for higher density for good measure. Staff were not requested to, nor would 
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they have had time, to determine how many extra dwellings would result 
from the changes in the Mayoral Minute. No consideration at all for 
parking, traffic,over shadowing, open space or social amenity.As a result of 
the changes, the DLEP has to be exhibited again (close 17 September). 

It would have been easy to say "what's the use", but we did it all again, 
unfortunately with limited success. We knew people would not respond a 
second time to what would appear to be a repeat of the last time. And 
council took little notice of us anyway. 

What we have experienced in Sutherland Shire gives an insight into what 
is happening on a larger scale with the state government new planning 
laws. The 5000 submissions of residents ignored, residents' rights are 
diminished and developers given open slather. 

Where do we go from here? 

(STOP PRESS: At its meeting on 16 September Council voted to extend the re-
exhibition until 1 November. While we are pleased to have this extra time, 
we can’t help wondering what has brought about this sudden turnaround.) 

 

d) Heathcote Ridge report by Allan Green, President of West Menai 
Action Group 
 
The situation with West Menai is that the proposal is still with the 
Department of Planning. The proponent has been asked to respond to their 
suggestions for changes to address some of the objections that were raised 
. The Voluntary Planning Agreement has presumably been signed off 
although I have no information to confirm that.  

Currently GLALC is under administration and the CEO has been put on 
'light duties' ( ie office work). Sue tells me the administrator has identified 
$4M missing funds. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is not providing any 
information other than that contained in the recent Leader article about 
this. 

The whole thing has gone very quiet. I am still waiting for a meeting with 
Brad Hazzard requested through Melanie in April. 

I am working with Marelle and Uncle Max to try to get a suitable 
application together for the whole area to be declared and 'Aboriginal Place' 
under the act which will provide protection for it if approved but it is going 
very slowly. We are meeting on 29thSept. Trail bike and 4WD use of the 
area is increasing and something must be done soon to protect the West 
Menai area.  
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e)Stop CSG Sutherland report by Phil Smith 

Stop CSG Sutherland is a sub-committee of SSEC. It has recently joined a 
new alliance of more than 50 groups from across Sydney, the Illawarra, 
Southern Highlands and Blue Mountains to campaign to protect Sydney’s 
drinking water supply from the effects of destructive mining practices – 
longwall mining and CSG development. 

Phil attended the launch in the Macquarie Room at Parliament House on 
Tuesday 10 September.  

The media releases that accompanied the launch had this basic message: 
‘Enough is enough. We are calling on the Premier to end the cosy 
Government-Mining Company Partnership and honour its word about 
stopping destructive mining and gas development in our drinking water 
catchments. We call on the government to be responsible in managing our 
water.’ 

The next meeting of this Protect Sydney’s Water Alliance is on 21 
September in the city. This meeting will consider metro-wide campaign 
events.  SCSGS will represent SSEC on this new alliance. 

Other SCSGS events this year included: street stalls; handing out at 
railway stations; participation in meetings organised by the SCSGIllawarra 
and other groups; contributions to SCSGI initiatives; and posting signs in 
the Shire. 

The SCSGS committee remains small, but it’s doing what it can. Thanks to 
Tony Markham for his ongoing efforts (he has now moved to Wollongong 
and will be active there); to Jenny Watson for organising and running 
many stalls during this past year; to Brian Johnson for keeping the issue 
in the media through his many, many letters; and to Col and Bill Ryan for 
sticking their noses in wherever they can!  
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f) Sutherland to Cronulla shared path report by Tassia Kolesnikow 

Tassia Kolesnikow liaised with Environmental officers from Sutherland 
Council, the Precinct Committee as well as with MPs, Annesley (former 
Miranda), Speakman (Cronulla) and Evans (Heathcote) to lobby NSW state 
government to move forward on approval and funding for the path. Tassia, 
Sue McKinnon, precinct committee members, Phil Douch and Diane 
Hallion as well as the three MPs met with transport minister, Berejiklian 
on August 8 to discuss the need to put the path on the NSW transport 
plan. The transport minister agreed to request cooperation from Sydney 
trains for access to the train corridor for further route assessment and to 
include the path on the NSW transport plan, which will qualify it for an 
increased level of state funding. 

g) Speaking 4 the Planet report by Phil Smith 

SSEC was joint partner with HotRock for the inaugural Speaking 4 the 
Planet event on World Environment Day, 2013. HotRock is an educational 
NGO that supports sustainability education in high schools. 

This event attracted 33 students from 11 schools from Sutherland Shire, 
Wollongong and Liverpool. It was held at Jannali High School. Students 
shared their quirky and innovative solutions to the environmental 
problems facing us.  We listened laughed and got some fantastic actionable 
ideas. They spoke about such things as alternative energy, food miles, soil 
and water quality, pollution, poverty, and local shopping. One speech 
proposed a National Left-Overs Program. Another ironically proposed we 
train animals to pick up litter and keep our streets clean!  

The winning proposal was about 'Veging In' to cut back on our meat 
consumption in order to reduce CO2 emissions. This great idea was 
proposed by Melissa Donnelly of Port Hacking School – she was the overall 
winner on the day. 

The students also chose to ask tough questions on the UN’s WED theme of 
food. They asked… 

Why don’t we know where all our food comes from? Do we actually need to 
eat as much as we can? Where have we gone wrong that some people die of 
eating too much while others die of starvation? How have our governments 
lost control to big corporations? Will we consume the planet into extinction? 
Why do we keep destroying the planet and the people on it? Why are there 
poor people in the world? 

Why can’t we be better at sharing? What are you going to do now to not 
waste food and help fix this situation? 

To find out about the other ideas and listen to the statements that were 
recorded, check out the HotRock website (www.thehotrock.org.au).  

http://www.thehotrock.org.au/�
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Sutherland Shire council supported the event and the Mayor opened the 
day for us, highlighting the importance of public speaking.  Other sponsors 
were Sutherland Business Education Network and Paddy Pallin, 
Miranda. Chairperson Jenni Gormley was one of the judges for the event.  

 

Paula Stuart, Gymea Technology High School, said: 

Speaking 4 the Planet enabled our school's environmental team [Gymea 
Green Group] to not only discuss important environmental issues at a school 
level in the English classroom leading up to the day, but to send 
representatives to help create ideas for environmental change. As it turned 
out, many of those quirky ideas weren't too far from the realms of 
possibility! 

Students said: 

It was great to work with students from other schools. 

Sharing ideas was helpful for our school. 

My least favourite part of the day was recess, because we weren’t doing fun 
things like the speeches. 

We are really enjoying the day. Thank you for organizing it for us. 
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I would absolutely do it again! I would certainly recommend it to my friends. 

Wow, if you are in year 8 and already thinking that, that’s amazing (- this 
comment by a senior student to a younger student).  

I feel inspired to take action. After hearing all of the speeches, I even thought 
about making a little garden in my backyard. 

The students spoke well and they presented wonderful, original ideas. I also 
enjoyed seeing young people from different schools connect with one 
another. …there was positive feedback generated and Council was happy to 
be a part of an event that show-cased positive ideas and contributions made 
by young people as well as raising environmental awareness. I would 
definitely recommend it to other Councils – perhaps there could be an inter-
council event.  

Richelle Figliuzzi, Community Development Officer, Sutherland Shire Council. 

 

g) First National Park report by Bob Walshe 

Advance Towards World Heritage Listing of National Park 

The case for World Heritage Listing of Royal National Park was presented 
to Environment Minister Robyn Parker on 22 August by a delegation from 
First National Park (FNP), accompanied by Australia’s leading authority on 
Parks, Dr Geoff Mosley. 

Minister Parker was accompanied by several MPs and officials, and the 
entire interview was recorded. 

“We could not have hoped for a more focused and clarifying meeting”, said 
FNP spokesperson Bob Crombie. “We explained why we spoke of ‘The Royal 
Reserves’, meaning the whole UNIT comprising three contiguous areas, 
namely Royal National Park, Garawarra State Conservation Area, and 
Heathcote National Park. 

“And we said we were delighted to present two books that are the result of 
our three years of field studies and consultation of experts: Dr Mosley’s 
240-page The First National Park, A Natural For World Heritage, and a large 
30-page Lobby Book, which tells through magnificent photographs a story 
of the Reserves’ beauty, antiquity, diversity, and respectful human 
enjoyment.” 

 

Getting the Protocol right. In dealing with government departments 
community groups like FNP are used to evasions and delays, but not here. 
“How precisely can we help?” asked the Minister. 
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Two things emerged. First, contrary to other advice we’ve had, we don’t 
have to go through State Government but will directly apply to Federal 
Government. Second, that a strong letter of support from State will 
nevertheless be influential with Federal. We were able to produce, as 
examples, concise and unanimous letters of support from the two most 
relevant local governments, Wollongong City Council and Sutherland Shire 
Council. 

Royal Can Shine Even More Brightly! 

Royal National Park is the premier national park in Australia, now 
attracting more than 4 million visitors each year. It is one of the oldest 
national parks in the world, a “pioneer” park along with Yellowstone and 
Yosemite in the USA, and indeed the “first to be dedicated for the purpose 
of a national park”. 

National parks are the world’s best known and most important 
conservation measure, but of all the 962 places on the World Heritage List 
not one has been selected to commemorate and celebrate the European 
origins and early development of national parks in the Nineteenth Century. 

This gap would be filled if Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park 
and Garawarra State Conservation Area were nominated for the World 
Heritage List and accepted for their internationally significant cultural and 
natural heritage values. Neither Yellowstone nor Yosemite has been so 
nominated. If our proposal were accepted this would be another first for 
Royal National Park. 
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h) Sutherland Shire Environment Centre Scholarship report by 
Tassia Kolesnikow 

The Sutherland Shire Environment Centre Scholarship was awarded to 
two Honours students at the University of Wollongong this year. Advanced 
Environmental Science student, Thomas Doyle conducted a project on 
beach erosion in which he monitored short-term changes in accretion 
patterns, beach shape and style change, sediment or sand volume and 
wave conditions. Samantha McDonald, a student of Environmental 
Engineering and Physical Geography focussed on design aspects of 
permeable reactive barriers for the treatment of waters affected by acid 
sulphate soils with application in site remediation in areas of the 
Sutherland Shire. 

The $2.5K scholarship was evenly split between the two students. 

We are pleased to support and encourage these students and hope to build 
funds to set up an endowment fund of $50K so that this critical 
investment in our future can be continued for the foreseeable future.  

i) North West Arm – the future report by Michael McInerney 

After many years waiting, an estuary management plan for North West 
Arm (now called Coastal Zone Management Plan for North West Arm) has 
been gazetted. Scoping studies of sediment have been done and laboratory 
analysis completed. 

One may think that this is the end of the waiting period and that action is 
soon to follow but such is not the case. The sediment study remains an 
internal council document and is not available for public release at this 
time. Council; has also cancelled the Port Hacking Management Plan 
meetings which involved representatives of interested organizations such 

as Sutherland Shire Environment Centre, 
Council engineers, National Parks and 
Wildlife, Maritime and others which 
means that information is no longer ‘on 
the table’ and is more difficult to obtain.  

Remediation of North West Arm which 
grows more urgent e very year is still on 
hold. One may wonder if council is truly 
interested in the health of waterways or 
is it all too expensive? Future 
generations, inheriting a degraded Port 
Hacking will surely know where the 
responsibility lies. 

Savilles Creek Falls.  
Savilles Creek drains into North West Arm 
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Two extraordinary campaigners 
Col and Bill Ryan’s Campaign Activities 2012-13 

• Stop T4 campaign. Action outside Brad Hazzards office. 2 arrests including Bill’s bed being taken 
into custody. Letterboxing Brad Hazzards electorate. 

• Action outside Brad Hazzards office. 
• Whitehaven Coal AGM protest. 
• Origin Energy AGM protest with 100% Renewable campaign. People flyering outside, people 

inside asking the board question, others inside unfurling banner. 
• Lynas AGM action with FOE. Posed as company representatives handing out fake AGM reports 

with the real story. 
• No Barry No rally Marting place.  To the No Barry No cigarette commercial tune. 
• Cockatoo Coal protest 
• Joined sit in at Foreign affairs Dept – supporting Julian Assange. 
• Zombie A Frack Campbelltown- Zombies walked to AGL shop  
• Jonathan Moylan support Rally – ASIC hearing Market Street.  Col/dad had been to Leard State 

Forest for four days with Jonathan (and Murray) 
• Quit Coal / Greenpeace Save the Reef action Hyde Park Fountain. Reef is destroyed so tourist 

need to swim where they can. Good media. 
• Stop CSG – Lunch with Barry – Made up dinner table outside Casula Comfort Inn where Barry 

having conference. 
• Greenpeace Coca Cola Action at Coke headquarters North Sydney. Cash for containers - 

Several arrests – Great media 
• Attended Mardi Gras to support Wikileaks  (with Jonathan) 
• Greenpeace –Clean up Australia day. Out on GP boat Cooks River to highlight tons of plastic 

containers dumped.  
• CSG Zombie A Frack Campbelltown 
• Stop T4 rally Newcastle 
• Stop CSG rally Campbelltown 
• John Howard War Criminal protest City. Howard giving talk justifying his actions.  
• Coca Cola AGM protest – dressed as penguins. Ie. sea life being destroyed by plastic. 
• OLG AGM protest with ‘Cranky’ Koala 
• Coca Cola - Out of Order campaign  postering drink machines. 
• Pro Wind energy stall outside Craig Kelly office Sutherland. 
• Pro Wind energy rally (GetUp) Canberra  Museum of Democracy asked if could have my signs.  
• Attended Climate Summit 2013 
• CSG protest Swissotel Sydney.  CSG Industry talk inside. 
• Support Jonathan Moylan Downing Centre court 
• CSG protest – Four seasons hotel – The Rocks 
• Anniversary of FLAC Boggabri – 12 months saving the Leard State Forest. Protest outside 

Whitehaven Coal Sydney.  
• Stop the Coal Bullies Rally – Support Bulga community. Supreme Court Phillip St 
• Greens election support – Greenvoice – Greens corflutes display on Shire bridge approaches. 
• CSG participation on local stalls and handing out pamphlets at railways stations 

What an amazing effort! 
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5. Support members and local community organisations in their efforts to 
protect their local areas 

As well as helping groups through financial sponsorship, provision of 
equipment, setting up/hosting of websites, networking, wording of 
petitions, artwork for brochures, etc. SSEC regularly fields phone calls 
from a range of Shire residents concerned about a wide variety of 
environmental problems. These callers are encouraged and supported in 
their concerns about how to protect our beautiful shire from those who 
would destroy it. 

Other valuable assets that are provided to the community are our Public 
Gift Fund (charitable) status, incorporation and banking and PayPal 
facilities. 

6. Establish efficient information, operation and management systems for 
Sutherland Shire Environment Centre 

Existing systems have been maintained and appear to be working 
satisfactorily. Of course there is always room for improvement and we 
especially thank Jonathan Doig for his work in progressing the 
Environment Archive of newspaper articles. 

7. Strengthen relationships with Sutherland Shire Council, other councils 
and other community and environmental organisations 

Through our committee work our relationships with surrounding councils, 
local elected members and other community organisations remains strong. 

8. Raise funds to carry out the functions of Sutherland Shire Environment 
Centre 

We continue to closely monitor our expenditure with a few to becoming 
debt free and so ensuring our long term viability. We are grateful to our 
members and donors for their support and also to Perpetual who have 
provided grant funding that has been used to underwrite the cost of the 
important First National Park campaign. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

The 2012/2013 Financial Year saw net income remain similar with prior 
year at $46,638.  We saw a slight increase in income offset by a similar 
rise in expenditure for the Centre when compared to the previous year.  
The increase in income to $137,524 resulted from increases in Donations 
reduced due to a reduction in Fund Raising & Sundry Income, while the 
increases in expenditure to $90,886 largely resulted from increases in 
Project Expenditure, Fund Raising Activities, Rates & Strata fees and our 
first years Scholarships which were somewhat offset by  a reduction in 
Interest Payments/Bank Fees.   

This is a sound result achieved on the back of continued generous 
donations from individuals and organisations coupled with what is now a 
net inflow of funds associated with the Office premises owned by the 
Environment Centre. 

Again, as in prior years, of significant note in this year’s Financial 
Statements are the movements in the Balance Sheet as a result of a 
reduction, via a partial repayment, in the mortgage that the Environment 
Centre holds.  This resulted in the total amount outstanding decreasing 
from the previous loan amount of $61,000 to a little over $32,000.  This 
repayment and resulting reduction loan amount was undertaken as part of 
the longer term strategy which is being followed with the aim of making the 
Centre more financially independent.   

Attached you will find further commentary and analysis of Year End 
Financial Statements.  

The Centre continues with its aim to become more self-sufficient and rely 
less on the generous donation of a major donor.  This on-going goal to 
generate “sustainable, long term” income is currently aligned with the 
income generated from these rented premises.   

SUMMARY 

However, there is still a way to go to ensure full self sufficiency Centre and 
until this is achieved we continue to appreciate the generosity of a key 
donor. 

I would like to make special mention and extend my thanks to Jenni 
Gormley for her commitment and effort in completing and tracking 
financial details on a weekly basis. Also, thanks are again extended Bruce 
Spaul and Melina Lidis from the accounting firm Munro Spaul for their 
and their staff’s time in auditing the accounts of the Centre.   

SPECIAL MENTION 
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At 30 June 2013 the accounts of the Centre showed an operating surplus 
of $46,638 compared to an operating surplus in the previous year of 
$46,664.    

OPERATING SURPLUS 

Total Income for the year was $137,524, a slight increase when compared 
to the previous years amount of $132,258.  

INCOME 

Items of note within Income of the Centre included:  
• a small increase in Subscription Income and Donations;  
• a decrease in income generated from Fund Raising Activities and Sundry 

Sources of Income 

Again, as in past years, we continue to operate financially with the 
generous donations of individuals and organisations and the time devoted 
by a solid management team. It goes without saying that without such 
support the Centre could not afford to continue to operate as effectively as 
it does.  

Total Expenditure for the year of $90,886 represents an increase over the 
previous financial year of $85,594.  

EXPENDITURE 

Major areas of variation in expenditure over last year are seen in: 
• Environmental Projects & Fund Raising Events - which show an 

increase in expenditure over prior year reflecting larger expenditure 
associated with major activities 

• Interest – reduction due to lower loan amount outstanding compared to 
prior year. 

• Scholarship – payment of University Scholarship 
• Rates & Strata Fees – showing an increase in expenditure over previous 

year 
 

Turning to the Balance Sheet, the property purchased in 2002 and its 
associated mortgage continue to dominate the Balance Sheet of the Centre.   

BALANCE SHEET 

The Centre has again taken the opportunity to apply money it was holding 
in bank accounts to pay down a portion of the total loan amount to be 
refinanced.  This saw a reduction in the size of the loan from $61,000 to 
slightly more than $32,000. 
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Our Bank balances (in excess of $42,000) remain healthy providing sound 
footings for any Campaign support or other activities.       

John Nelson 

September 2012 


















